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SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

SAFETY TIPS & BEST PRACTICES

READ BEFORE YOU MOVE IN: PROTECT YOURSELF, YOUR BELONGINGS & YOUR COMMUNITY

Automatic fire sprinkler systems are installed in your residence to protect lives and property in
the event of a fire. These systems are extremely effective—but also very sensitive. Even minor
tampering or accidental contact can cause significant water damage to your room, your
belongings, and neighboring units.

Water from a single activated sprinkler can release 20-30 gallons per minute, flooding rooms
and hallways within minutes.

To avoid accidental activation or damage, please read and follow these important guidelines:

1. DO NOT HANG ANYTHING ON SPRINKLER HEADS OR PIPING

e Sprinkler heads and exposed piping are not designed to support weight.

e Avoid hanging clothing, towels, string lights, decorations, or other items from sprinkler
fixtures.

e Even a lightweight item can bend or loosen the sprinkler head, causing accidental
discharge or system malfunction.

EXAMPLE:

A student once used a sprinkler head to hang a coat hanger. It dislodged the head and
triggered the system, flooding several floors and causing thousands of dollars in damage.

2. KEEP FURNITURE AND LARGE OBJECTS AWAY

e Do not place bunk beds, bookshelves, wardrobes, or other tall furniture directly beneath or
beside sprinkler heads.

e When setting up your room, leave at least 18 inches (45 cm) of space below sprinkler heads
so the water can discharge properly in case of fire.

e Always check ceiling clearance when lofting or bunking beds.

Be mindful. Stay safe. Help protect your dorm and your community.
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3. AVOID CONTACT WHEN MOVING IN OR REARRANGING

e Avoid Contact When Moving In or Rearranging.

e Use extra care when lifting large or tall items (e.g., mirrors, floor lamps, posters) into the
room.

e Never swing or tilt long items (like curtain rods or sports gear) near ceiling fixtures.

e Take your time during move-in—it's better to go slow than accidentally hit a sprinkler.

4. DO NOT TAMPER WITH SPRINKLER HEADS OR PIPING

e Never paint, cover, block, cap, or remove any sprinkler component.

e This includes smoke detectors and other fire suppression equipment.

e Tampering is a violation of housing policy and may result in fines, disciplinary action,
or eviction.

5. USE WALL-SAFE ADHESIVES FOR DECORATIONS

e Only use adhesive products like Command strips or painter’s tape to hang posters or
lights.
e Do not use thumbtacks, nails, or hooks near sprinkler equipment or exposed piping.

6. AVOID ROUGH PLAY OR HORSEPLAY INDOORS

e Activities such as throwing balls, swinging objects, or wrestling in rooms with sprinkler
systems can be risky.
e Keep any form of indoor sport or physical activity away from ceiling fixtures.

7. KNOW WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF ACCIDENTAL ACTIVATION

e If a sprinkler head activates accidentally:
o Evacuate the room immediately and alert others.
o Call Campus Security or Residence Life staff right away.
o Do not try to stop the water yourself—sprinklers are pressurized and only shut off at
the main valve.

Be mindful. Stay safe. Help protect your dorm and your community.
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8. REPORT ISSUES OR CONCERNS IMMEDIATELY

e If you notice loose fittings, rusting, leakage, or anything unusual around the
sprinkler system:
o Do not touch it.
o Notify your RA or maintenance staff as soon as possible.

CONSEQUENCES OF SPRINKLER DAMAGE

Accidental or intentional damage to sprinkler systems can lead to:

» Water damage to personal property

» Temporary relocation of students
» Repair bills in the thousands of dollars
» University disciplinary actions and/or fines

D Legal liability and insurance claims

FINAL REMINDER

Your sprinkler system is there for your protection—but it only works if it's respected. A single
careless act can create major consequences for you and everyone around you.

Be mindful. Stay safe. Help protect your dorm and your community.
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